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taining, "I don't need you any longer, for now I can do what you
do." If this identification encroaches upon the sexual domain, the
girl's disappointment in her father results in intensified homosexual
tendencies.

Observation seems to show that an increased fear of the father
during puberty can strengthen the girl's masochistic tie to him.
This fear can also set off the defence mechanism described by A.
Freud4 as identification with the aggressor. The girl then need not
fear her father, for she herself is as strong and masculine as he. This
kind of identification, resulting from fear, is a frequent motive for
homosexuality. The girl's previously harmless friendship with
another girl assumes a sadomasochistic character; in other cases, the
object is changed, the initiative of the choice remains with the
aggressive one; the other girl's tendency to submissiveness completes
the alliance.

Sometimes the girl's sublimated relation with her father has
involved her playing the role of son. When this relation collapses
the role of son is continued with regard to a woman. In such cases,
the girl not only displays all the gallantry of a boy in love with a
mature woman, but she also directs her ambitions to the end of
being admired by the woman, instead of by her parents.

A typical feature of overt female homosexuality is exchange of
roles between the partners, even when one of them is more active
and sadistic and the other more passive and masochistic. Because
of their great facility in identifying themselves with love objects of
the same sex, women can play the two roles. This fact is one of the
most powerful motives for female homosexuality.

Frequently the homosexual relation takes place in a triangle
composed exclusively of women : the homosexual woman usually
remains faithful to one of her two partners, while she changes the
other. Observation of several such cases has shown that the homo-
sexual girl plays the role of the aggressive partner (usually in
identification with the father) with regard to one of her friends, and
that of a humble and submissive object (boy or girl) with regard
to the other.

One often meets pairs of girls who call each other by masculine
pet names, very often without realizing that sexual love is present
in their tenderness. Such relations are not concealed, especially
when they take place within the framework of common sublima-
tions and without directly sexual activity. The prerequisite of
harmony, in such relationships is that they should not be disturbed
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